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SUBJECT: ENGINEERS’ EXECUTIVE ENDS EXCHANGES WITH USSR 

SUMMARY: AT ITS WEEKLY EXECUTIVE MEETING HELD AUGUST 8, 
THE ENGINEERING SECTION OF THE AMALGAMATED UNION OF 
ENGINEERING WORKERS (AUEW) ACCEPTED A MOTION CALLING 
FOR AN END TO EXCHANGE OF DELEGATIONS WITH THE USSR. 

THE MOTION WAS A RESPONSE TO THE RECENT DISSIDENTS' 
TRIALS AND THE DENIAL OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE USSR. IT IS 
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A FURTHER DEMONSTRATION OF THE SHIFT TOWARDS MORE 
PUBLIC CRITICISM OF EASTERN EUROPEAN REGIMES SHOWN 
IN SECTIONS OF THE LABOR MOVEMENT IN RECENT MONTHS. 

THE MOTION ALSO REFLECTS THE ANTI-COMMUNIST FLAVOR OF 
THE NEW AUEW ENGINEERING SECTION EXECUTIVE. END 
SUMMARY 

1 . THE FOLLOWING MOTION. PROPOSED BY GAVIN LAIRD. WAS 
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ACCEPTED BY THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF THE ENGINEERING 
SECTION OF THE AUEW AT ITS MEETING OF AUGUST 8: 

"THIS EXECUTIVE COUNCIL RECORDS ITS REVULSION AT THE 
TRIALS AND SENTENCES OF THE SOVIET HUMAN RIGHTS CAM- 
PAIGNERS. 

'THESE CITIZENS HAVE BEEN SENTENCED TO LENGTHY PERIODSIN 
PRISON FOR SIMPLY TRYING TO ESTABLISH THOSE THINGS 
THAT WESTERN DEMOCRATIC COUNTRIES CONSIDER NORMAL 
DEMOCRATIC PRACTICE. 

"IN THE LIGHT OF THIS CONDUCT, AND THE CONTINUING 
REPRESSION OF FREEDOM OF SPEECH IN THE USSR, THE AUEW 
(ENGINEERING SECTION) AS A MARK OF OUR PROTEST AT 
THIS CONDUCT BY THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES, HAVE 
DECIDED THAT NO MORE DELEGATIONS WILL BE EXCHANGED 
BETWEEN THE AUEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND THE USSR." 

2. THE MOTION WAS PASSED BY FIVE VOTES TO TWO WITH THE 
OUTGOING PRESIDENT, HUGH SCANLON, ABSTAINING. SCANLON 
LATER SAID THAT HE WAS NOT CONVINCED THAT THE REMOVAL 
OF CONTACT WITH THE WEST WAS THE BEST WAY TO HELP 
SOVIET DISSIDENTS. DESPITE SCANLON'S ABSTENTION AND 
THE OPPOSITION OF TWO OTHER EXECUTIVE MEMBERS 
(INCLUDING MAOIST REG BIRCH), THE RESOLUTION MEANS 
THAT THE AUEW (ENGINEERING SECTION) IS THE FIRST 
MAJOR UNION TO BAN RECIPROCAL VISITS WITH THE USSR, 

A COMMON ELEMENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITY OF 
MANY BRITISH UNIONS. 
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3. THE BAN IS IN LINE WITH THE POWER SHIFT IN THE 
NEW EXECUTIVE, WHICH WILL COME UNDER THE PRESIDENCY 
OF THE STAUNCH ANTI-COMMUNIST TERRY DUFFY AFTER 
SCANLON'S RETIREMENT IN OCTOBER. THE RESOLUTION ALSO 
COMES AS FURTHER EVIDENCE THAT TRADE UNION ATTITUDES 
TO INTERNATIONAL ISSUES ARE BEGINNING TO SHIFT. THE 
VOTE OF THE AUEW, WHICH HAS RECEIVED WIDE MEDIA 
COVERAGE, FOLLOWS SURPRISE AT THE TONE OF INTERNATIONAL 
MOTIONS CONTAINED IN THE PRELIMINARY AGENDA FOR THE 
TUC. 


BREWSTER 
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